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Garver Engineers, LLC

1010 Battery Street
P.O. Box 50
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-0050

501-376-3633
FAX 501-372-8042

www.garverengineers.com

May 14, 2003

Ms. Jeanette Bradley

Soil Scientist

USDA/NRCS

Room 3416 Federal Building
700 W. Capitol Avenue
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

RE: Conway Western Arterial Loop
Farmland Impacts for Faulkner County, Arkansas

Dear Ms. Bradley:

GARVERENGINEERS

The City of Conway is seeking approval to use federal funding for constructing an
arterial loop around the west side of town. The U. S. Department of Transportation
(FHWA), in cooperation with the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department
(AHTD) and the City of Conway, Arkansas, is in the process of preparing a draft EIS for
the project. Four alternative alignments that are-being considered are shown onthe

enclosed map.

The proposal will provide a four-lane arterial route with limited access around west
Conway. The route will connect to Interstate 40 northwest of Conway, extend to the
south through west Conway, and then turn east across south Conway, reconnecting to
Interstate 40 south of Conway. The purpose of this proposal is to reduce traffic
congestion and improve safety in the central Conway area. Some of the alternatives
being considered will result in farmland impacts. The enclosed Form AD-1006,
Farmland Conversion Impact Rating, has had appropriate federal agency Parts I and 111
completed for the alternatives. We would appreciate your completion of this form and
analysis of impacts to prime and statewide important farmlands in Faulkner County.
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Conversion areas have been based upon a right-of-way width of approximately 150 feet
and the following lengths:

s Alternative A — 11.2 miles.
e Alternative B — 12.7 miles.
¢ Alternative C — 16.6 miles.
e Alternative D — 12.5 miles.

Please contact me at (501) 376-3633 if you need additional information. Thank:you for
your assistance with this matter.

Sincerely yours,

GARVER ENGINEERS

Michael D. Lynch, P.E.
Project Manager

Enclosures: Alternative Alignments map, Form AD - 1006

MDL/db
LAI999\991820-Conway/Correspd/NRCS coordination




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Form AD-1006

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING

PART 1 (To be completed by Federal Agency)

1. Date of Land Evaluation Request
5/14/03

Sheet 1 of 1

3. Name of Project
Conway Western Arterial Loop

4. Federal Agency Involved
Federal Highway Administration

5. Proposed Land Use
Construction of Highway

6. County and State
Faulkner County, Arkansas

7. Type of Project:
Corridor [X] other O

PART Il (To be completed by NRCS)

1. Date Request Received by NRCS

2. Person Completing the NRCS parts of this form

3. Does the site or corridor contain prime, unique ,statewide or local important farmland? Yes [

No O

(If no, the FPPA does not apply - Do not complete additional parts of this form)

4. Acres Irrigated 5. Average Farm Size

6. Major Crop(s)

7. Farmable Land in Government Jurisdiction
Acres: %

8. Amount of Farmland As Defined in FPPA
Acres: %

9. Name of Land Evaluation System Used

10. Name of Local Site Assessment System

11. Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS

PART Il (To be completed by Federal Agency) Alternative Site Rating
Alt A Alt B Alt C Alt D
A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly 203.6 230.9 301.8 227.3
B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly, Or To Receive Services
C. Total Acres in Site 203.6 230.9 301.8 227.3
PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information
A. Total Acres Prime and Unique Farmland
B. Total Acres Statewide and Local Important Farmland
C. Percentage of Farmland in County or Local Govt. Unit to be Converted
D. Percentage of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction with Same or Higher Relative Value
PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Criterion
Relative Value of Farmland to be Serviced or Converted (Scale of 0 - 100 Points)
PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) Corridor or Site Max. Points
Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(b & c)) Corridor
Other
1. Areain Nonurban Use 15 15
2. Perimeter in Nonurban Use 10 10
3. Percent of Site Being Farmed 20 20
4. Protection Provided by State and Local Government 20 20
5. Distance from Urban Built-up area 0 15
6. Distance to Urban Support Services 0 15
7. Size of Present Farm Unit Compared to Average 10 10
8. Creation of Non-Farmable Farmland 25 10
9. Availability of Farm Support Services 5 5
10. On-Farm Investments 20 20
11. Effects of Conversion on Farm Support Services 25 10
12. Compatibility with Existing Agricultural Use 10 10
TOTAL CORRIDOR OR SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160
PART VIl (To be completed by Federal Agency)
Relative Value of Farmland (from Part V above) 100
Total Corridor or Site Assessment (From Part VI above or a local site 160
assessment)
TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260
PART VIII (To be completed by Federal Agency after final alternative is chosen)
1. Corridor or Site Selected: 2. Date of Selection: 3. Was A Local Site Assessment Used?
Yes O No 0O
4. Reason For Selection:
Signature of person completing the Federal Agency parts of this form: DATE

Wisconsin substitute form AD-1006 6-9-97

Completion instructions: http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/soil/prime/prinotes.html
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